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| MR. SPURGEON AT THE MASONIC HALL
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clear shining star, a permancut power the
middle classes of England. A ygreat oritic, with no
Baptist ivitiea, once maid * Spurgeon is

the
reatest Knylish orator after Johu Bright,” aud such
the opinion of many impartial persons  He is the
most Euglish of Kuglishmen, stern in his theology,
yet genial in character, intei«wly earnest, yet E
vial in disposition, lef- panmbyism meels w
no support from  him ; his Christianity is  toe
vigorous to suit seatimental religionists, and the
**unco guid” have received many a good shock at his
handa, He thoroughly believes in::io ing thu pre-
nent life, and the good things that ( tu Wiven us,
In the intervals between the intense suffering which
he has Ll to bear in reoent years, no mau s more
jolly than he. He will joke miud chat with his fricnds,
play like a schoolboy, and | have heard of his rulling
over on the sand at & sea-side plae with a * dear
beotherin Christ,” At all times ho deoarly boves a w hiff
of the weed, and this touch of nature has made many
a youny man listen with respect to his worls, who
winkl have turned aside to any of the sanctinimions
rsous who are, alas, too cominou, This habit has
requuntly broaght reproui dowu on his head, Three
f“" ago one of t American evar gulists who
ollowed in the wake of Moody and Sankey, Mr.
Pentecost, [ think, was his name, preachul at
Spurgeon's Tabernacle by request.  He concludid his
sermion by n dissertation on the evils of smoking, aud
Mpirgeon, before provonucing the benediction, an-
nounced that he intended to go home and  ** smoke a
pipe to the glory of God.”  So ruue the story, and it
ayrees well with the straightforward, honest chuacter
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ayrces well with the straightforward, honest vhiiacter
n? the man; but stories about Spurgeon have to be
received with caution. At oww time it was the fusliion
to put every eccentrieity down to him, —until st last
it was stated that he shid down the banunister rail of
his pulpit stairs to show how easy is the descent to
the lower regions. This he was compelied to deny,
anl of late i common sense has Leen recognived as
well us his wit. He s, indeal, o great English
"~ humourist, aud he employs Lis powers of humour
frequently inm the palpit and  always in tea-party
addresses, Hin jokes and witticisms would il a
- goudly volume, and many of them are, fortunately,
in & permanent form,  There is one that the Noncons
furmist parmons are not likely to forget,  ** Resist the
devil, and he will fly from yon ; but resist a dencon,
| and he will fly at you.” Hat all Spuegeon’s eloguence
. muud all his humour are made sulservient to his great
purpose: of msaving the souls  of  his  fellow-
creaturcs,  Apparently he has not a shadow of
doubt  on thm:&. ¥, but with clearness o vision
manl  minglenens purpose  he preaches salvation
throngh  faith  im the  blawl  of  Chrst. e
can scarcely understand anyone ditlering  from the
Npurgeonic coreed, snd be in not very gontlo with
those who do.  The eouversion which is the aim of
his preaching, is a vital chaonge in action as well as
belief, and that it is semething detinite ad pracrival
is shown by the best known ol L iii“lt'l‘lliﬂhl il wangg-
version, 1 servant lil‘l saitl to him, ** My Npurgeon,
Il think | am converted.” * \What makes You thiuk
so?"  **Uos, sir, | sweeps under the matas, '
Whatever we may think of Spurgeon's theology,
it must he admitted that his intlucnce and training
are likely to produce a wmanly, vigorous, carnest
Chirimiian charascter, awd thero e hiv son's arrival in
Australin, with his fathor's cortitivnte that * he can
preach a bit,'" was weleomod by the religious vom-
mutitisa, For his father's msake manv went
to hear him on Bunday weck at the Masonic
Hall for bis own sake  wmouy  more went
lnst Suniday, aa the report of his jowers had sproad
throughout the city. t helf et 2 the hall wos well
tilledd, Lut 1 obtained o seat inone of the four coriers,
amd during the hatf-hoor that clapial befure the com-
mencenient of the service, a ﬂv.uf_g.' strvans Lilled s
the gallerics amd every avatlable spmee for sauling,
The Iarye congregation, I suppose 12000 pcople, was
exactly the sort of gathering that “‘Iill."tl master in
any part of @ llgl_l.l}tl to hear Spnrvon, sendon, for s
| woe muxt now call him.  Every denomination wan re-

wesental, every submb  troon Hunter's Wil to
| Wasllahra sent its contingent.  There wore Plenty of
Cmiddle-apd subatantinl en ol women, plionty of

youny Indica, and a sprinkhng, thot mesht with mil-
| vantage have been larger. of soune men. The
famhionaldes, of comrse, wers not 1 00, tor ey have
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o,
| fﬂllill:-lﬂl"ll", II-" coiirme, Mers ot o, feae 1 "y 1!7“‘1'
| an invincible objection to make their way heaven-
wanla by a Baptist path, and their wearno st apponch
to Bvanachcism must be talooo upder thie guiiance of
a dean or canon.

L A gowdly choir of young ladies aud youuage pontle.
men, Whose faces were Tamiriinr Go o atten = gt I,
Homerville's wery WETe ATl ol T puationig,
audl were supported by Mr Dowie wnd the ponerpal
- Raptist divioes of Bydoey., As the yoneg (iom b
came forward to give out a b v there was e sulained
w hisper of cach vne to his or her voighiboue,  Ie that
him? Mes only 8 boy.” »o be cortwnly  lookad,
With  smmooth hair, and  foce dnnocent of  the
razcr, Mr Thomas Spurgeon bwks even nore
boy-ike  thauw  his  father Jdil a0 the - ome
age,  He  bearn & strong resemblinee to lis
father, it has a more rebined Face, and ttinally im
without those traces of sotloring that are wow pine.
folly mmufest om his fatlio -~ countennnes. When
natare Las provided him vwon o« mandy soldition of
hiate on lits cheeks, lip, wee clan, e swill apjenr in-
deal ** u t'hi'l of “IH edid Liloa b Flas vetes s elenr
Loaned good it will B any b s that D is lkely to
spreak i, bt towands the ool the servies histhiroat
woas clearly atlected, oving o o L Hiprtary cold, |
booar that l||.i||. fwin beoboor Voe 0 Moer vailies , bt Mpr,
Thomas Spurceon Will never Tooat Loss i this respeet,
if he has goosd health.  He canmee forward inoa simiple
manner, and gave out the hyna o sankey's eollee-
tion, frognently wsed at revival mectings, ** Lord we
hivar of showers of Wensing.”  Then he offered a |ﬂl1‘
extempeae prayer, most distinetly, in - his (ather's
wtyle,  With grest simplicity hie implored God's
blossing. that **the slhuices of Lemven might be ap-
trawn,” thint nope shonh! bave the hall 'lnlhlelu-s,
pnprotit L That the hatd that atrongthens 1he weak,
amd uplotils the falling that wus marked Ly the naile
of Caly v might be cutatretedied te help aned to blesa,
T tonclong terma be goayed for relat s sl friends
in onr dear old mative lond, " that the y might ieevive
Cthe vaeliewt |I,1'!Iinyl of Caoal, ol that this round
world might go on ite way through » e, #e B cofl
tinval authem, & universal shont of * Hory to Guod in
the highest, peace on earth, coodwill to men.” Time
after tine he returned %o the prayer, in one form or
other, that the Mmlﬁhty woulil niunitest his power in
the extension of his kingdom.

The colonies which stand cut of the proposed cable
contract are Queensland and Taemsnia, apd 1t 18 the
intention of Mr, Harns amd Mr. Berry 1o rign inde-

medently of these eolonien, However, as the Victorian

*arliament is now in session, and us the contract is
subject to ita ratification, it is probabie that
limmary resolutions will Le sulmitted Vefore the
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limmary resolutions will bLe submitted Vwfore the
signaturce are given.

Lonr Lerreiw, —This in perfectly true about the
late Lord Leitrim.  Ome of his tenants, a Scotchman,
spent a deal of time and meney diaining and hodging
I;Ih holding. His landlord happened to pass by one
day, and immediately turncd in on the land when he
saw the improvements. ' Had you my orders for
doing this?" *“No, my lord.”" ""Very well. This is
Baturday. 1f you have not got these draine filled up
and those hedges pulled dowr on Monday, out

" Not a very gl but a very pithy mnlﬂlm
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