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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 13 121

ancient building practice at lesst helps to larfy the possibiliis for inter-
pretation that exist.

“BANDS” AND “VEILS"

In the closing verses of Ezekiel 13 the prophet trns his attention o
magic practices whose details remain obscure. Tiwo key terms are kisdiit
and mispabir, which occur only in this passage (v 18, 20, 21). The kisatit
are “sewn” on the arms, while the mispabit are made “on the head of
every height"(?), which has been understood to mean “on the heads
of persons of every height” (s0, e.g,, Nesv). Both are to be “torn off,”
according to verses 20-21. The Kisarit are generally taken o be “bands™
and the mispabir, with less jusification, are identified as “veils.” The
‘magical associations of these objects have been recognized since antiquity:
the “Hebrew” version and Ephracm Syrus saw the 4ésdrit as amulets
(Cooke 1936:145), while the Targum’s rendering “a dark patch” probably
also points in the direction of magic. For mispdpit the “Targum has
patkimirin, the same word it uses for the brightly colored coverings of
the bamit in 16:16.

Tn modern times archacologicl discoveries and tex:s from Babylonia
in particular have shed furcher light on what mighe be involved: G. A.
Cooke cited Hellenistic figurines from Tell Sandahannah (Mareshah) in
Palestine with wire twisted around their arms or ankles (1936:145-46,
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